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of his death, Murchison threw himself "with the whole energy
of his nature into the task of convincing his countrymen that
Livingstone was safe, and successfully prosecuting his task.
In the early part of 1867 in particular much public anxiety
existed regarding the fate of the African explorer. Circum-
stantial intelligence of his death arrived and obtained gene-
ral belief. Murchison, however, by speeches at the Geo-
graphical Society, and letters to the newspapers, sought in
every way to discredit this report and to maintain his faith
in the skill, good fortune, and admirable constitution of
his friend. He succeeded at last in inducing the Govern-
ment to send out a boat-expedition to the head of lake
Nyassa to investigate the story of the Johanna men, While
warning his countrymen that even a year might pass with-
out further intelligence, he indulged in a jubilant anticipa-
tion of Livingstone's return. In due time the expedition
sent home satisfactory evidence of the falsehood of the report,
wliile letters from the missionary himself eventually offered
still more welcome proof of the soundness of Murchison's
judgment in the matter. But again long months passed
away, bringing no tidings from the traveller, and again
popular rumour began to pass stories of his death. The
champion at home would listen to none of these, but main-
tained that he had either struck westwards, following the
supposed drainage of the Lake Tanganyika, and would in
due time appear on the Atlantic coast, or that he had traced
the country northwards from that lake to Baker's Albert
Nyanza, and would first be heard of on his triumphant way
down the Nile, having at last solved the problem of the
sources of that great river.

Looking back upon his scientific career when not far fromand
